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out of the pot might be magically injured by any enemy who
should tamper with the impression left on the ashes by the
pot. The obligation of this Pythagorean precept is acknow-
ledged at the other end of the world by the natives of Cam-
bodia. They say that when you lift a pot from the fire you
should be careful not to set it down on the ashes, if you can
help it ; but if it is necessary to do so, you should at least be
careful, in lifting it from the ashes, to obliterate the im-
pression which it has made. The reason they give is, that
to act otherwise would lead to poverty and want.1 But
this is clearly an afterthought, devised to explain a rule of
which the original meaning was forgotten.

Such, then, are specimens, and only specimens, of the
savage superstitions which, under the name of the symbols
of Pythagoras, passed muster in antiquity as the emanations
of a profound philosophy and an elevated morality.2 The
fact that they did so pass muster with the wisest of the
ancients conclusively establishes the point I am concerned
to prove, namely, that beneath the polished surface of classical
civilization there lay a deep and solid stratum of savagery,
not differing in kind from the savagery of Australian black-
fellows, Zulus, and Ojebways. It lay beneath the surface,
but not far beneath it. There, as everywhere, you had only
to scratch civilization to find savagery. And the helpless
bewilderment of classical writers in face of the few specimens
of native savagery which cropped up on the surface shows
how little conception they had of the depths of superstition
which lay beneath their feet.

I have dwelt at some length on the symbols of Pythagoras,
and their resemblance to, or rather identity with, the super-
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